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It’ s been a banner year for BHA!  We
would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our newest clients who have
contributed to our success.  New
contracts have been signed with:

Alexander County, Illinois for a
Seamless Countywide Geographic
Information System in Geodatabase
format.

Christian County, Illinois  for 911
Mapping services.

Clark County, Illinois  for Land Use
Mapping and Map Maintenance
services.

Darke County, Ohio for Custom
Software and Training services.

Duval County, Florida to Traverse
Recorded Legal Descriptions.

Jasper County, Illinois  for a County-
wide Soil Implementation project.

Jersey County, Illinois  for a County-
wide Soil Implementation project.

Kankakee County, Illinois  for
Zoning GIS services.

Kendall County, Illinois for Parcel
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Bruce Harris & Associates has
been busy with many parcel
geodatabase conversion projects.
These projects include conversion
from both AutoCAD and
ArcINFO coverages, allowing
users to edit their parcel data in
ArcGIS 9.x.  These recent
conversions include Lorain  and
Trumbull Counties in Ohio; and
Clark , Kankakee, and
Moultrie  Counties in Illinois, to
name a few.  Some of the
benefits enjoyed by these coun-
ties include faster query and
drawing ability, and having a
much more flexible and expand-
able mapping system.

Bruce Harris & Associates has
adopted the geodatabase as our
standard GIS file format and
encourages AutoCAD users to
consider converting to a
geodatabase.  We offer a com-
plete solution that includes
database design, data conversion,
and training.  Our approach to
geodatabase conversion starts
with a well-designed geodatabase
model that takes advantage of
geodatabase functionality, elimi-
nating redundant data entry and
checking for geometry errors
while editing.

We also offer comprehensive
training to ensure proper mainte-
nance of the parcel geodatabase.
Our parcel editing extension,
MapAscend, is included in the
conversion project and greatly

M apping Legend Retires

Merrold “Jerry” Johnson has retired
from Bruce Harris & Associates, Inc.
after serving over 50 years in the
mapping industry. He began his
career with the Sidwell Company in
1955, working in various positions
until the middle 1960’s. Jerry was
promoted to the Sales Department
where he was successful in securing
many countywide aerial based tax
mapping projects. In the 1970’s, he
was promoted to Vice President in
charge of sales. Jerry held that
position until 1983, when he left the
company to start JE & Associates.

For the next 16 years JE & Associ-
ates was recognized as a leader in the
mapping industry with many Midwest
clients in Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and
Ohio. In 1999, with the failing health
of his long time business partner,
Jerry sold JE & Associates to BHA
where he remained a valued em-
ployee until his retirement.

Jerry’s mapping knowledge and
guidance to our younger staff helped
shape BHA into a leader in the
mapping industry.
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Featured Courthouse

Shelby County was established on January 25, 1827 and was named to
honor General Isaac Shelby, a veteran of the Revolutionary War and the
War of 1812. (General Shelby went on to become the first Governor of
Kentucky.)  The first courthouse was a one and a half story log structure
built in 1828 at a cost of $110.00.  The second, built in 1832, was of brick.
The present courthouse was built in 1881.<

(Historical Photo of Shelby County Courthouse from
“Illinois County Courthouses” by David Alan Badger)

Meet Lynn Manno

Lynn heads up our Map Maintenance
Department.  Having worked in the
mapping industry since 1990 and having
attended several pre-engineering, GIS,
IPAI Institute and IAAO courses, Lynn
brings extensive knowledge and experi-
ence to our firm.  Lynn is proficient in
both AutoCAD and ArcGIS software
environments.

Prior to joining BHA, Lynn was the GIS
Coordinator/Cadastral Mapping Supervi-
sor for Winnebago County, Illinois.  Her
experience at Winnebago County is a
valuable asset to our company.

In addition to map maintenance responsi-
bilities, Lynn is often called upon to
conduct training sessions with several of
our clients on the use and functionality of
their newly acquired GIS software
consisting of ArcGIS and BHA
MapAscend Tools.  Recently, Lynn was
honored as BHA’s “Employee of the
Quarter” for her outstanding work perfor-
mance.

Born and raised in Rockford, Illinois, Lynn
likes to spend her spare time reading,
gardening, and listening to music.  Lynn
especially enjoys going to concerts and
spending quality time with loving family
and friends.

Feel free to drop Lynn an email at
lynn@bruceharris.com. She’d love to
hear from you!<

streamlines editing procedures and increases day-to-day productivity.
Many counties have been successful in maintaining their parcel data in
ArcGIS (e.g. Cumberland, Kankakee, and McHenry).  BHA has
successfully provided parcel based conversion services for counties of all
sizes.

Please contact a BHA representative prior to converting your data to
discuss any recommendations we can make in order to ensure that your
conversion project is successful.<

GIS (Continued from Page 1)
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NEW CLIENTS  (Continued from Page 1)

Map Conversion in a Geodatabase Environment.

LaSalle County, Illinois for Countywide Digital Ortho-
photography, Contour Mapping, Geodatabase Conversion, and
GIS Enhancement services.

LaSalle County, Illinois  Highway Department for Geodatabase
Design services.

Logan County, Illinois for a Seamless Countywide Geographic
Information System in Geodatabase format.

Lorain County, Ohio for Geodatabase Application services.

Macoupin County, Illinois  for a Rural Parcel Based Geo-
graphic Information System and Farmland Assessment services.

Marion County, Florida for Annotation and GIS services.

Massac County, Illinois for Parcel Map Maintenance services.

McHenry County, Illinois for Election and Precinct Mapping.

Menard County, Illinois  for Parcel Map Maintenance services.

Morgan County, Illinois  for Ownership GIS services and Land
Use Quality Control services.

Pulaski County, Illinois for a Seamless Countywide Geographic
Information System.

Putnam County, Illinois  for GIS Parcel Map Maintenance and
GIS Data Management services.

Saline County, Illinois for a Seamless Countywide Geographic
Information System and Countywide Digital Orthophotos.

Sarasota County, Florida for Annotation Conversion services.

Schuyler County, Illinois  for Map Maintenance services.

St. Clair  County, Illinois  for Farmland Assessment Calculation
services.

Thanks to all of our clients, new and old, for giving us the
priviledge of getting to know you and work with you.  We
look forward to continued professional relationships and
many personal friendships.

Oh Baby!
Matt Bryant and his wife,
Corrie, gave birth to their
third child, Marissa.
Eli Tif fin and his wife,
Shawna, gave birth to
their first child, Lyra. Steve
Koenig and his wife, Lisa, gave birth to their
second child, Emily.  Xun Zhang and his wife,
Feng, gave birth to their second child, Sarah.
Colin Russell and his wife, Tammy, are expecting
their second child in November.<

Congratulations and best wishes to all!

Did You Know?
Bruce Harris & Associates has four full time
software programmers on staff.  Eli, Gene, Matt,
and Xun work hard to make your job easier.  Our
MapAscend suite of productivity enhancing
extensions for ArcGIS® Desktop was developed
by our professional programming staff with the
specific goal to increase productivity.  Check out

www.mapascend.com for a
demonstration on how these tools
can work for you.  No program-
ming task is too big or too small
for our Programming Depart-
ment. In addition to being an
ESRI Business Partner and a
Microsoft Registered Partner,
we are Microsoft Certified
Professionals and GISP Profes-
sionals. Give us a call.  We’re
committed to meeting all your
software customization needs.<

We’ve Been Busy!
In order to stay ahead of the demand for our
services, we have opened a second branch office
in Columbus, Ohio.  (We also have a branch office
in Naples, Florida.)  We’re also running a production
facility out of Rockford, Illinois, managed by Tammy
Cox, one of our Production Supervisors.  As always,
it is our mission to provide services that meet or
exceed the client’s expectations.<
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Growing T o Serve You Better

Ever growing to meet your needs, we are pleased to an-
nounce the addition of the following employees to our staff.

Mike Casio, Kitra Cox, Dan DiFrisco, Ryan Ericson,
Dan John, and Maria Krumova  have joined our Produc-
tion Department.  Mike and Kitra work out of our Rockford
office.  Mike brings to us many years of prior mapping
experience.  Dan DiFrisco was a former intern of ours who
has joined our staff full time.  All are proficient mappers and
assets to our production operations.  Neal Schroeder is our
newest intern working in our Special Projects Department.
Meghan Grant is our new Receptionist/Administrative
Assistant.  Her pleasant voice is the one you hear when you
phone us.

Working out of our Ohio office are Don Diurba, Sales and
Marketing, and Steve Koenig, Customer Engineer.  In
addition to clients in Ohio, Steve also works with several of
our Illinois clients.  Cybil McCloskey is our newest Illinois
Customer Engineer.  Cybil has been working with Colin
Russell, learning the ropes before heading out on her own.

Our Florida office recently acquired the talents of Kevin
Hardester.  Kevin is our GIS Sales Consultant and Govern-
ment Liaison Manager.  He has over 20 years experience
working in Florida government and is well respected
throughout the State.

Look for profiles of these and other BHA employees in
future issues of Mapping Insights.<

Thanks to all you great chefs for submitting your
favorite recipes for publication in “Cookin’ with
the Counties - Second Helpings”.  Our second
edition cookbook was a huge success. We hope
you enjoy your cookbook for years to come.  We
had fun putting it together (and trying the recipes!).

Jerry plans to spend his retirement traveling, enjoying
his grandchildren, and pursuing his hobby of collecting
and selling antiques. We will all miss Jerry and his good
humor. We wish him and his wife Bobbie the very best
during his retirement years.

Please join us in congratulating Jerry on his many
successful accomplishments over the past 50 years.
On Friday, September 22nd, we will be honoring Jerry
with a retirement dinner/roast.  If you would like to
attend, please contact
Joanne or Meghan at
630-761-0951 for
details.  We hope to
see you there!

If you cannot attend
the dinner but would
like to send Jerry a
card, his address is:
27W675 Hickory Lane,
West Chicago, IL
60185.<

MAPPING LEGEND RETIRES  (Continued from Page 1)


