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Welcome New Clients
As BHA continues to grow, we
would like to recognize and
welcome our newest clients who
have contributed to our expan-
sion.  Contracts were recently
awarded to BHA by:

Jackson County, Illinois for a
seamless countywide Geo-
graphic Information System.

Jersey County, Illinois for
countywide digital orthophotos
and a seamless countywide
Geographic Information System.

LaSalle County, Illinois for an
Intranet Public Access System,
land use and soil conversion,
street centerline attribution, and
custom programming services.

Lorain County, Ohio for digital
flood plain mapping services.

Pike County, Illinois  for urban
aerial photography and digital
orthophoto processing and urban
parcel mapping.

Randolph County, Illinois  for
countywide digital orthophotos
and a seamless countywide
Geographic Information System.

Schuyler County, Illinois for
countywide digital orthophotos
and a seamless countywide
Geographic Information System.

Shelby County, Illinois  for
countywide digital orthophotos
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Ogle County to Maintain Maps In House Converting to a Geodatabase

In 1999 Ogle County contracted Bruce
Harris & Associates to provide map mainte-
nance services. In 2002, Ogle County
contracted BHA to provide countywide
Geographic Information System based
digital cadastral mapping.  It is anticipated
the GIS project will be completed in Sep-
tember 2003, 17 months after the GIS
contract was signed.

As part of the GIS contract, Ogle County
receives unlimited training and support.
Karen Churney of the Ogle County Supervi-
sor of Assessments’ office spends one day a
week at BHA’s facility where she receives
map maintenance training using Ogle
County’s own map data as a training tool.
Under the expert guidance of Mark
Eygenhuysen, BHA’s lead trainer and TMS
Department Supervisor, Karen continues to
gain valuable knowledge about maintaining
the County’s new GIS system.

When asked what is the most helpful thing
she’s learned so far Karen replied, “The
importance of accuracy when mapping.”
Karen went on to say that this training will
absolutely make her job easier. “Mark is
teaching me all of the idiosyncrasies in the

 
Mark Eygenhuysen trains Karen Churney on the use
and maintenance of Ogle County’s new GIS system.
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The world of Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS) as we know it
has evolved tremendously over the
past several years. In recent years,
Environmental Systems Research
Institute (ESRI) has developed a
geographic database or what they
call a geodatabase.

In simple terms, all the elements
of a digital map can now be stored
inside a relational database. These
databases range from Microsoft
Access that can hold up to two
gigabytes of data to Microsoft
SQL Server that can hold
terabytes of data. Each piece of
text such as dimensions and each
line such as lot line segments are
stored in a row in this database.

The real power of a geodatabase is
unleashed when the inherent
abilities of the database are
utilized. For example, relation-
ships between differing map
objects can be set up to change
when another element changes
such as the case of combining lots
with a hooked lot line. The parcel
polygon and PIN will automati-
cally be changed to reflect this
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(Historical Photo of Schuyler County Courthouse from
“Illinois County Courthouses” by David Alan Badget)

Schuyler County, established on January 13, 1825, was
named to honor General Philip J. Schuyler, a veteran of
the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War.
General Schuyler was also a Senator of New York
(1789-91, 1792-98). The first courthouse was a log
structure built in 1826. Rushville was named the
county seat. The second courthouse stood in the center
of the town square.  Abraham Lincoln appeared here as
a lawyer.<

BHA Continues to Grow
Bruce Harris & Associates has added the following
employees to its staff.  Dawn Algrim  is our receptionist
and administrative assistant. She's the first voice you
hear on the phone. Dawn keeps us all organized and is a
huge asset to BHA.  Tracy Epton is our Atlas Service
Marketing Rep.  Tracy graduated from the University of
Colorado with a Bachelor Degree in Management.  Tracy
has been keeping busy demonstrating our digital atlas
services throughout Illinois.  Adel Gilr oy is our newest
Customer Engineer.  Adel graduated from St. Mary's
University of Minnesota and is currently working on her
Master Degree.  Tomasz Szczuka was hired to assist
Colin Russell with special projects.  Tomasz is working
on a Master Degree in Geography at Northern Illinois
University.  He is very proficient with ArcInfo and
related GIS software.

Look for profiles of these and other BHA employees in
future issues of Mapping Insights.<

BHA Office Expansion
Bruce Harris & Associates has opened an additional
office. Our Sales and Marketing Department along
with the Customer Engineering Department are now
located in a separate building.  This new office was
designed and built specifically with our Sales Depart-
ment and Customer Engineering in mind in order to
serve you better.  The office is located at 7 N. River
Street, however, all correspondence will continue to be
directed to 21 N. River Street.  Phone numbers will
also remain the same.<

Featured Courthouse

M eet Colin Russell

Colin is our Special Projects Coordinator.  A graduate
of Northern Illinois University with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Geography, Colin came to us with
extensive experience in ESRI software, MicroStation,
and AutoCAD.

A few of the special projects that Colin has developed
for BHA include the creation of a 911 atlas book for
Macon County which will be used in all emergency
vehicles throughout the County, creation of a street
map for the City of Elyria, Ohio, and designing of a
water utility geodatabase for the City of Geneva and
converting the City of Geneva from MicroStation to a
geodatabase.

On June 14th Colin married his long-time sweetheart,
Tammy Wolford. In his spare time, Colin enjoys
watching movies and tinkering with computer hard-
ware. If you have a special project in mind, call Colin.
He'd be happy to discuss the details with you.  You can
also email Colin at colin@bruceharris.com.<
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Roadside Attractions

Going on any road trips this summer?  Before
you go, check out roadsideamerica.com.  This
web site is full of unusual sights to see all across
America.  We checked out the Illinois attractions
and came up with a few you won't want to miss.

POPEYE - Chester, Illinois
(Randolph County) was home
to Elzie Segar, creator of
Popeye.  A statue of Popeye
was dedicated in 1977.  The
statue, in Segar Memorial Park
next to the Mississippi River, is
a centerpiece of the annual
Popeye Picnic.

mapping process that make the work accurate. Hands on training
teaches you how to perform mapping functions correctly. You
learn details you wouldn't get from a software class. Mark is an
excellent trainer. He is extremely intelligent but can bring training
down to a more basic level.”

It is the goal of Ogle County to become self sufficient in keeping
their new digital tax map system current. With BHA's assistance,
Ogle County should realize this goal soon. If it is your County's
desire to maintain your maps in house, contact BHA. We can help
you reach your goal and at the same time enhance your mapping
system if that is also your desire. For more information, contact
us at 630-761-0951.<
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action. Other benefits include increased data retrieval and query
speed as well as the ability for multiple editors to make map
changes in the same area.
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The Illinois Department of Revenue is requiring that all CCAO's
submit their plan for converting to Bulletin 810.  Implementation
of Bulletin 810 is to be completed by the 2005 assessment year.
Are you on track with your conversion plan? Let BHA do the
work for you to ensure successful implementation of Bulletin
810. We are already implementing the required changes in
several counties. With the advent of Geographic Information
Systems, mass calculations of soils, land use, and parcel acreages
can be accomplished readily and accurately. Don't delay. Give us
a call at 630-761-0951 and let's discuss what BHA can do for
your county.<

BULLETIN 810 ALER T

SUPERMAN - Metropolis,
Illinois (Massac County) is
the self-proclaimed home of
Superman.  Visit Metropolis
and have your picture taken
standing next to the 30-foot
tall Superman statue.

TWO STORY OUTHOUSE
Gays, Illinois (Moultrie
County) is the location of
America's only two-story
outhouse.  It was built in the
1880s for two second-story
apartments above the S.F.
Gammill general store.

CATSUP BOTTLE -
Collinsville, Illinois is home
to the World's Largest Catsup
Bottle.  It's a tall water tower
painted to resemble a bottle of
Brooks Tangy Catsup. Nearly
70 feet tall, atop a 100-foot
steel base, the WLCB could
hold up to 640,000 bottles of
regular catsup (or 100,000
gallons of water).

(Excerpted from “Understanding ArcSDE” by ESRITM)

Bruce Harris & Associates with ESRI have developed and
continue to develop tools to make parcel mapping in a complex
geodatabase more feasible and easier to maintain. When consider-
ing the advantages of a geodatabase, a county should weigh the
benefits with the complexities. A geodatabase can be as simple or
complex as needed. If you would like to find out more about the
geodatabase, please give us a call and we would be happy to
discuss these options with you.<



Page 4

Bruce Harris & Associates
21 N. River Street
Batavia, IL  60510
(630) 761-0951
www.bruceharris.com

L et’s Hear From You

Do you have any interesting facts about your county?
Perhaps you'd like to share some useful information or
tips with your peers.  Give us a call, write us, fax us,
email us.  We'd love to include your information in an
upcoming issue of Mapping Insights.<

At BHA we are committed to
quality, integrity, and service.
We believe in building lasting
relationships and providing
continual support.  Thank you
for placing your GIS needs in
our hands.

 

 

and a seamless countywide Geographic Information
System.

Winnebago County, Illinois for countywide digital
cadastral rectification and road centerline attribution.

City of Carbondale, Illinois for digital topographic and
planimetric mapping services.

City of Geneva, Illinois for water utility conversion and
implementation.

Pulte Homes Corporation for mapping of sub markets.
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We are introducing a new feature section in Mapping
Insights.  Every issue will contain one of our (or your)
favorite recipes.  If you have a favorite recipe, mail it to
us or email it to joanne@bruceharris.com.  The recipe
can be for an appetizer, entree, dessert, side dish, bever-
age, anything you'd like to share.  If your recipe is
chosen to appear in an issue of Mapping Insights, you
will receive a prize as a token of our appreciation.

To kick off ªLet' s Get Cooking”, we are featuring an
appetizer recipe.

Incredible Shrimp Dip

1 - 8 oz. Cream Cheese, softened
1 - 3 oz. Cream Cheese, softened
1 cup Mayo
1/2 cup Celery, chopped
1/4 cup Green Onion w/stem, chopped
2 cans Shrimp, divided

Blend cream cheese and mayo. Add remaining ingredi-
ents, saving 1/2 can shrimp, and mix well.  Sprinkle 1/2
can shrimp over top of dip, cover and chill 2 to 3 hours.
Serve with your favorite crackers.

This recipe is so easy to prepare and is always a big hit.
You can even prepare it the night before.  Have copies of
the recipe on hand when you serve this dip because your
guests will ask for the recipe!  ENJOY!


