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Bruce Harris & Associates Assists With BHA Welcomes New Clients
County Redistricting Projects Contracts were recently awarded to BHA by:
You may think Bruce Harris & Associates is associated
solely with cadastral (tax parcel) mapping. However, i
reality we offer a wide range of specialized and custom
ized mapping services. Last summer, we assisted five
counties in Illinois with their County Redistricting. Ever
among these five counties, the services varied.

Kankakee County, lllinois for countywide Geographi¢
Information System based digital cadastral mapping

White County, Illinois for a seamless countywide
digital Geographic Information System.

Morgan County, lllinois for a seamless countywide
digital Geographic Information System and countywide
Y digital orthophotos.

Last April, the U.S. Census Bureau released the 2000
population data for lllinois. The data was geographical
broken down byensus block#hrough TIGER files. The
term TIGER comes from the acronyiopologically

I ntegratedseographidencoding andReferencing which
is the name for the system and digital database develop
at the Census Bureau to support its mapping needs for
Decennial Census and other Bureau programs.

Massac County, lllinoisfor countywide digital ortho
e%hotography services.

ﬂ]_eorain County, Ohio for planimetric mapping of
building roof prints and street centerline segment

1 r T T opulation.

- J ~15 Pop
T { DuPage County, lllinoisfor planimetric mapping of
T 18 building roof prints.

= — 0 U i | Kane County, Illinois for document scanning and
Y - related GIS services.
13 16 19 (
- / McHenry County, lllinois for plotting services and
it - GIS intranet mapping services.
23 22

] f " | LaSalle, Macon, Shelby, White and Winnebago

L T | T | Counties for redistricting mapping services.

These census blocks are the fundamental basis for redj
tricting of any sort. Each block is an enclosed area wit
boundary consisting of physical features such as roads
streams, ditches, etc. The most important attribute as“o?hade along the way, and look forward to continued
ated with each block is the total population statistic. rowth and success in the coming years.
Consolidating adjacent blocks is the process used to byi 8

precinct boundaries and eventually board district boung
aries. The sum of all blocks in a precinct or district is the
total population of each precinct or district.

IS\we would like to thank all of our clients for putting
' #heir faith and confidence in Bruce Harris & Associ-
' ates. We appreciate the many friendships we have
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Scenes From the Zone 4 and 5 Picnic

The grills were hot and so was the weather at the
annual Zone 4 and 5 Picnic. BHA served up filet
mignon steaks with all the trimmings to the county
officials and vendors in attendance. Good food and
good conversation was shared by all.

Scott LePenske & Shawn Blobaum of BHA tend the grill

County officials enjoy a relaxing day at Rend Lake

Steve Whetstone, White County S/A, talks with Jerry Johnsorseryice, please contact us at 630-761-0951.

Featured Courthouse

(Historical Photo of Kankakee County Courthouse from
“lllinois County Courthouses” by David Alan Badget)

Kankakee County, established February 11, 1853, was

named after an Indian word meaning “beautiful land”
A two-story, stone structure served as the first court-
house. The second was a duplicate of the first, how-
ever, it was torn down in 1908. The following year th
present courthouse was erected. Kankakee was nar
the county seat. The county seat was the home of
Governor Len Small and is home to Governor Georg
Ryan.

Winnebago Atlas on CD-ROM

The Winnebago County atlas is soon to be released ¢n

CD-ROM. Instead of four hard copy atlas volumes,
the digital atlas will be conveniently contained on one
compact disk. Also included on the CD will be parcel
data such as owner name, address, legal description
assessed value, etc. Searching capabilities will allow
the user to go directly to the map page containing thg
desired parcel. Maps can even be printed to scale.

Earlier this year, BHA released the McHenry County
atlas on CD-ROM. The digital version of the four-
volume atlas was contained on one CD, along with th
McHenry County data. Next year, look for the
McHenry County CD to contain the digital
orthophotography of the entire county as well.

Eventually, all of the atlases that are produced by
Bruce Harris & Associates will be available digitally.
For more information regarding our digital atlas
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M eet Gene Stern

Gene is Bruce Harris & Associate
lead programmer and systems
expert. He develops customized
software and tools to give clients
and the public easy access to thei
county’s GIS resources. He also
develops programs for our interna]
use so that we can more efficientl
and cost-effectively complete our
clients’ projects. In addition, Geng
maintains all of our computer and
network systems.

r
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Gene has been developing mappip
applications for Bruce Harris &
Associates for two years, but his
educational background was origi
nally in Mechanical Engineering.
He graduated from the University
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign with
highest honors. During college hg
worked for NASA, doing research
and mechanical design at Langley
Research Center. Prior to joining
Bruce Harris & Associates, Gene
developed web sites and Internet
applications.

D

Gene currently resides in DeKalb.
He enjoys spending time outdoors
whether he is biking, rollerblading
or reading a book.

Continued from page 1

Census Bureau. Summing census blocks manually was an arduous and time
consuming process. With the advent of GIS, geographic analysis is an easy
task. Last summer, several counties used our services to help complete their
redistricting in a timely fashion. Because calculations could be done much
faster, more districting scenarios were able to be constructed thus creating
several choices and/or revisions for the final district map.

The services BHA provided to the five counties ranged from as simple as
downloading and compiling the data for plotting to as involved as attending
several committee meetings and changing boundaries as directed. BHA
provided redistrictingervices to White, Shelby, Macon, Winnebago and
LaSalle Counties. Joe Hettel, County Board Chairman of LaSalle County,
stated this about the redistricting services his county received:

“The redistricting map that Bruce Harris & Associates created for
LaSalle County was a great help and a huge time saver. | couldn’t
imagine redistricting our county without it.”

Steve Bean, County Clerk of Macon County, had this to say:

“When it comes to mapping, the folks at Bruce Harris & Associates
can really deliver. They responded to our redistricting requests in a
very timely manner. As usual, the service and professionalism of
the staff was outstanding. | couldn’t be more satisfied.”

If you have any questions regarding our approach to assisting with your
mapping needs, please give us a call at 630-761-0951.

BHA Continues To Grow
g
Bruce Harris & Associates continues to grow strong with the recent additio

several highly experienced, skilled employees to our s@éhe Stahlis our
new Operations Manager, overseeing all of our GIS projects. Gene came
following a 17 year military career with an extensive background in St8it
tePenskejoined our Sales Department and has been busy getting acquain
with county officials in lllinois. Scott was the former GIS Coordinator for th
City of St. Charles, lllinois.Jennifer Testais our new Customer Engineer.
Jennifer recently graduated from Northern lllinois University with a Bachelc
Arts Degree in Geographylerry Reaves, Susan SmithjJohn Grosso,andEli
Tiffin are our newest Production Department employees. Terry is proficie
developing AutoCAD applications and has been an asset in streamlining o
AutoCAD projectsSusan has a Masters Degree in Geo Physics and brings|with
her several years of GIS experience. John and Eli are novices in the mapping
field but both have quickly adapted to our standards and procedures and are
already proficient at COGOing.
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Look for profiles of these and other BHA employees in future issuegap-
ping Insight&. <
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| orain County, Ohio Intranet Mapping
(Follow Up Report)

For the past year, the Lorain County, Ohio GIS syste
has been available to all county personnel via an inter
intranet system created by Bruce Harris & Associates
This intranet system allows county personnel to acce
the GIS via a standard web server. Users can perfor
many tasks such as searching and querying, and eve
buffering within any distance of a given parcel to find &
effected parcels. This has proven to be a very effectiy
and inexpensive way to share Lorain County's GIS.

Today, Lorain County is preparing to take their systen
one step further. The Lorain County tax parcel maps
were created by Bruce Harris & Associates combined
with the county's assessment data will soon be availal
to the public over the Internet. This will free up time

previously spent by county staff in assisting the public
and will also generate revenue for the county through

Location, Location, Location ...

East Dubuqueis the northwesternmost town in lllinois.

alVinthrop Harbor is the town in the northeasternmost
corner of lllinois.
S
The geographic center of lllinois igan, twenty-eight
miles northeast of Springfield.

River isKaskaskia Island.

Cairo, Karnak, andThebes,which are the three towns
hdte extreme southern tip of the state, reflect the fact tf

the area is dubbed Little Egypt for its fertile soil and
laimilarity to the Nile Delta.

At 1,235 feetCharles Mound is the highest point in
alllinois.

eThe only part of lllinois that lies west of the Mississippi
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small annual fee required to access this data.

For more information on Lorain County, visit the Coun
Auditor's web site at www.loraincounty.com/auditor.
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We at Bruce Harris & Associates would like to

express to our friends and clients our sadness g
the September 11th tragedy. Most importantly we wo
like to extend to all of you our heartfelt desire for pead

L et’'s Hear From You

Do you have any interesting facts about your county?
Perhaps you'd like to share some useful information o
tips with your peers. Give us a call, write us, fax us,
email us. We'd love to include your information in an
upcoming issue dflapping Insights<

love and unity during this difficult time. We are deeply
proud to be Americans.
GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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Bruce Harris & Associates
21 N. River Street
Batavia, IL 60510

(630) 761-0951
wwwbruceharris.com
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